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NAME OF THE PROGRAMME: IN HOUSE TRIAL ADVOCACY 
COMPETITION 2026 

NAME OF THE JUDGES IN 
PRELIMINARY ROUND 

ADV. ARPIT WAGHIDE 
ADV. SURESH KATIYAR 

 ADV. PRIYANSH SHUKLA 
 ADV. ROBIN KUKDE 
 ADV SHAZIA BARI 
NAME OF THE JUDGES IN SEMI ADV. PREETI RANE 
FINALS ADV. VEDANT VYAWHARE 

 ADV. SANKET PURANIK 
 ADV. VISHNU GAWLI 
NAME OF THE JUDGES IN  
FINALS 

HON’BLE RETIRED JUDGES 
SHRI G.M. KUBDE 
SHRI VIJAY DHANDE 

NAME OF THE PROGRAMME 
SUPERVISOR: 

Dr Mrs. VARSHA DESHPANDE 

NAME OF THE PROGRAMME 
CO- ORDINATOR: 

DR. VAISHALI A. SUKHDEVE 
MRS. NAVJYOT SETHI 

DATE AND DAY: 27TH and 28TH FEBRUARY 2026 
TOTAL NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS 18 TEAMS (48 participants plus 12 

Witnesses- Total -50) 
VENUE: MOOT COURT HALL- A AND B 

 
Details of the competition are as follow 

Round Date Time Judges 

 
 

Preliminary 

 
 

27th February 2026 

 
 

9:00 AM 

Adv. Arpit Waghide 
Adv. Suresh Katiyar 

MS. Shazia Bari 
Adv. Priyansh Shukla 

Adv. Robin Kukde 
 

Semi Finals 
 

28th February 2026 
 

10:00 AM 
 
 

Adv. Vishnu Gawli 
Adv. Preeti Rane  

Adv. Vedant Vyawahare  
Adv. Sanket Puranik  

 
 

Finals 
 

28th February 2026 
 

1:30 PM 
Hon’ble Retired Judges 

Shr. G M Kubde  
Shri Vijay Dhande 

 



 

 

 
The Students Moot Court Association (SMCA) of the Department of Law, Dr. Ambedkar 
College, Deekshabhoomi, Nagpur proudly organized its First In-House Trial Competition 
on 27th and 28th March 2026. The competition served as a landmark event in the academic 
calendar of the department, providing students with an invaluable platform to apply their 
theoretical legal knowledge in a simulated courtroom environment. 

Trial advocacy forms a crucial part of legal education as it equips law students with 
practical courtroom skills, strategic thinking abilities, and the confidence required for real-
life litigation. It bridges the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application by 
training students in examination-in-chief, cross-examination, framing of charges, 
appreciation of evidence, and courtroom etiquette. With this objective in mind, the SMCA 
conceptualized and executed this first-of-its-kind in-house competition to provide 
structured, hands-on exposure to trial advocacy at an early stage of the students' academic 
journey. 

The competition was structured across three rounds — the Preliminary Round, the Semi- 
Finals, and the Finals — spread over two days. The rounds were presided over by a 
distinguished panel of practicing advocates and legal professionals who brought with them 
years of courtroom experience and expertise. 

The Preliminary Round was held on 27th February 2026 at 9:00 AM and was judged by 
Adv. Arpit Waghide, Adv. Suresh Katiyar, Adv. Priyansh Shukla, Adv. Robin Kukde, 
and Adv. Shazia Bari. The round saw enthusiastic participation from students who 
presented their arguments with commendable preparation and confidence, reflecting the 
rigorous groundwork they had undertaken in the weeks leading up to the competition. 



The Semi-Finals were conducted on 28th February 2026 at 10:00 AM and were presided 
over by Adv. Preeti Rane, Adv. Vedant Vyavwahare, Adv. Sanket Puranik, and Adv. 
Vishnu Gawli. The level of advocacy witnessed during this round was notably high, with 
students demonstrating sharper legal reasoning, better command over procedural law, and 
more effective courtroom presence than in the preliminary stage. 

The Final Round was held on 28th February 2026 at 1:30 PM and was presided over by 
the esteemed Hon’ble retired Judges Shri G.M. Kubde and Shri Vijay Dhande, whose vast 
legal experience and stature lent great prestige and gravitas to the occasion. The finalists 
delivered impressive performances, showcasing their ability to construct persuasive 
arguments, conduct witness examinations, raise and respond to objections, and present oral 
submissions with clarity and professionalism. 
After a keenly contested final round, the competition was won by the team comprising Ms. 
Tanvi Yadav and Mast. Anay Dhakate, who put forth an outstanding performance 
marked by sharp legal reasoning, confident advocacy, and thorough preparation. Their 
witnesses — Yogesh Agarwal (playing the role of Ajay), Sampada (playing the role of 
Khushi), and Veena Das (playing the role of Subhodh) delivered commendable 
performances that greatly strengthened the team's overall presentation. The winning team 
was guided and mentored by SMCA Executive Member Kanak Bhandakkar, whose 
dedicated coaching and strategic guidance played a pivotal role in shaping the team's 
preparation and performance throughout the competition. 
Throughout the competition, students gained practical insight into the various dimensions 
of trial advocacy. They learned how to critically read and analyze a case file, frame issues, 
develop a coherent case theory, and present arguments logically before a court of law. The 
experience of being assessed by practicing advocates helped students understand the 
standards expected of a trial lawyer and the importance of preparation, procedural 
knowledge, and presence of mind in a courtroom setting. The competition also instilled in 
them the values of ethical conduct, professional discipline, and respect for the judicial 
process. 
The successful execution of this two-day event was made possible through the dedicated 
teamwork of the Core and Executive Committee members of the SMCA. From the 
initial planning and coordination of logistics to the management of rounds, communication 
with judges, and smooth on-ground execution, every member of the committee contributed 
wholeheartedly. Their collective effort, commitment, and sense of responsibility ensured 
that the competition was conducted in a seamless and professional manner, reflecting great 
credit on the association and the department as a whole. 
The proceedings of the event were anchored with poise and confidence by SMCA 
Executive Member Ishwari Poharkar, whose composed and articulate conduct added to 
the professional atmosphere of the competition. The event concluded with a heartfelt vote 
of thanks delivered by SMCA President Subhusha Agarwal, who expressed sincere 
gratitude to the distinguished panel of judges for their time, guidance, and valuable 
feedback, and acknowledged the efforts of all the committee members who worked 
tirelessly behind the scenes to make the event a success.  
Dr. Deepa Panhekar, Principal of Dr. Ambedkar College, Deekshabhoomi, and The Head 
of the Department and SMCA, supervisor Dr. Varsha Deshpande congratulated all the 
participants and Team SMCA for the success of event. The SMCA Co-ordinator, Dr. 
Vaishali A. Sukhdeve and Teacher In charge Mrs. Navjyot Sethi successfully coordinated 
and steered  Team SMCA for the success of the event. 
The First In-House Mock Trial Competition was widely appreciated by participants, 
faculty, and guests alike. It stands as a testament to the SMCA's commitment to fostering 



practical legal skills and a competitive spirit among students. The participants left the 
competition not only with a deeper understanding of trial advocacy but also with renewed 
motivation, enhanced confidence, and a clearer vision of what it means to be an effective 
advocate in a court of law. 
 
 

 
 

The winners of First In House Trial Advocacy Competition Ms Tanvi Yadav 
and Mast. Anay Dhakate along with dignitaries, principal Mrs Deepa 

Panhekar, and Head of The Department, Law Dr Mrs Varsha Deshpande. 
 

 

 

Students Moot Court Association (SMCA) Team 2025-2026 Core Committee and 
Executive Members along with Teacher coordinators, Dr. Mrs. Vaishali Sukhdeve 

and Mrs. Navjyot Sethi
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