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Trial advocacy forms a crucial part of legal education as it equips law students with practical 

courtroom skills, strategic thinking abilities, and confidence required for real-life litigation. It 

bridges the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application by training students in 

examination-in-chief, cross-examination, framing of charges, appreciation of evidence, and 

courtroom etiquette. Thus, it is extremely important that students receive structured guidance and 

hands-on exposure in trial advocacy at an early stage of their academic journey. 

With this objective in mind, The Students Moot Court Association (SMCA) of the Department 

of Law, Dr. Ambedkar College, Deekshabhoomi, Nagpur organized a Workshop on Trial 

Advocacy for the registered students of LL.B 3 years and 5 years course. The workshop was 

divide into two sessions which was conducted under the expert guidance of Adv. Vivek Awchat 

and Adv. Neeraj Khandewale, both distinguished practicing advocates with rich professional 

experience. 

Adv. Neeraj Khandewale was enrolled with the Bar Council of Maharashtra and Goa in 1993 and 

possesses more than 33 years of rich legal experience. He has practiced at the Bombay High 

Court on both the Original and Appellate Sides, handling a wide range of complex legal matters. 

His vast courtroom exposure and deep understanding of procedural and substantive law greatly 

enriched the learning experience of the students. 

Adv. Vivek Awchat has been practicing at the Bombay High Court, Nagpur Bench since 2009 

and brings with him more than a decade of experience in both civil and criminal matters. He holds 

an LL.M. in Criminology from RTM Nagpur University, which further strengthens his expertise 

in criminal jurisprudence and trial procedure. 

Through this workshop, the participants were introduced to the fundamentals of trial practice, 

beginning from understanding the structure of a trial to the art of presenting arguments before a 

court of law. The speakers emphasized the importance of preparation, clarity of facts, and mastery 

over procedural law. Students were guided on how to read a case file critically, frame issues, 

prepare witness examinations, and present oral submissions effectively before a trial court. 

Adv. Vivek Awchat addressed one group of students and focused extensively on the practical 

aspects of conducting criminal and civil trials. He explained the stages of a trial, the importance 

of drafting pleadings, and the strategic approach required during examination-in- chief and cross-

examination. He also discussed common mistakes made by young advocates and provided 

practical tips on maintaining courtroom discipline, persuasive advocacy, and ethical conduct. 

Drawing from his professional experiences, he shared real-life courtroom situations to help 

students understand the practical challenges faced during trial proceedings. 

Adv. Neeraj Khandewale guided the other group of students and elaborated on the skills required 

to become an effective trial lawyer. He highlighted the significance of thorough research, proper 

appreciation of evidence, and the role of procedural laws in ensuring justice. He also explained 



how to build a strong case theory and how to structure arguments logically before the court. 

Emphasis was laid on developing confidence, clarity of speech, and presence of mind during 

objections and rebuttals. His decades of experience before the High Court enabled him to provide 

valuable practical insights into trial strategies and courtroom advocacy. 

 

Both the resource person patiently explained the nuances of trial advocacy, including drafting 

complaints, framing charges, handling documentary and oral evidence, and addressing the court 

with professionalism. The workshop also included an interactive session where students asked 

insightful questions regarding trial strategies, ethical dilemmas, and courtroom procedures. The 

speakers addressed each query with practical examples, making the session highly engaging and 

informative. 

The workshop was smoothly anchored by SMCA Executive Member Shravani Khonde, who 

conducted the proceedings with confidence and clarity. The event concluded with a vote of thanks 

delivered by SMCA Executive Member Harshita Gandhe, who expressed heartfelt gratitude to 

Adv. Vivek Awchat and Adv. Neeraj Khandewale for their invaluable guidance and for sharing 

their practical courtroom experiences with the students. This workshop was coordinated by Dr. 

Mrs. Vaishali A. Sukhdeve under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Varsha V. Deshpande.  

The event was well-received and proved to be a significant step toward strengthening the 

advocacy skills of budding lawyers. The participants as well as the organizers expressed sincere 

appreciation for the patience, clarity, and encouraging teaching style of the speakers. The students 

left the workshop feeling motivated, confident, and better equipped to understand the practical 

dimensions of trial advocacy, while the speakers departed with the satisfaction of having 

mentored an enthusiastic and inquisitive group of future legal professionals. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Adv. Vivek Awchat addressing the participants about importance of analysing the 

preposition for trial advocacy. 
 
 
 

   
 

Adv. Neeraj Khandewale speaking about trial advocacy. 
 
 

 



   
 

Guest speakers with the participants and teacher coordinators 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Participant’s Feedback 
 

 
 
 



 
 



 


