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e-Celebration of 50 Years of World Wetland Convention, was celebrated by Botany 

Department, Dr. Ambedkar College Deekshabhoomi Nagpur, on the eve of World 

Wetland  Day on 03/02/2021.  

2 February is World Wetlands Day. This year's theme, 'Wetlands and Water,' highlights 

the importance of wetlands as a source of freshwater and encourages action to restore 

them and stop their loss. This is especially important as we mark the UN Decades of 

Ocean Science and Ecosystem Restoration (2021-2030). Celebrated annually on 2 

February, World Wetlands Day aims to raise global awareness about the vital role of 

wetlands for people and planet. The Day also marks the date of the adoption of the 

Convention on Wetlands on 2 February 1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar on the shores 

of the Caspian Sea. Wetlands are of major ecological importance, with high biodiversity 

and a wide array of ecosystem services. They are also nature’s solution for storm water 

buffering and flood control, water quality preservation and groundwater recharge, erosion 

protection, and provide nurseries for fish and other freshwater and marine animals, and 

carbon sequestration.  

  

Among others, the Principal of Dr. Ambedkar College Dr. (Mrs.) B.A. Mehere, Dr. 

N.R. Ugemuge, Emeritus Scientist, Maharashtra State Biodiversity Board, Nagpur, Dr. 

Lal Singh, Sr. Scientist, NEERI, Nagpur and faculties of Botany Department including 

Head of Dept. Dr. S. R. Somkuwar and Dr. Rahul Kamble were prominently present on 

the occasion.  

 

Dr. N.R. Ugemuge in his address emphasized that many wetlands across the world have 

undergone significant degradation with negative impacts on biological diversity and 

peoples' livelihoods. He mentioned Ramsar secretariat reports that global wetland losses 
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in the 20
th 

century were 64-71%. He appealed to work jointly for Wetland Ecosystem 

Restoration. 

Lal Singh in his scientific research related power point presentation, he stated the 

sustainable and productive use of wetlands for future security of water and biodiversity. 

Finishing on a personal note, he explained that environmental scientists and economic 

planners have a responsibility to formulate a sustainable conservation plan for wetlands 

in India. This celebration observed participation more than 100 sciences students from 

various colleges were participated.  
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